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a passion for
fireplaces

cathy coker martin

EE EEEEBHS.

Hardwood floors enhance

the formality and elegance of
this simple yet sophisticated
fireplace. www.armstrong.com

always look forward to the day it is cool enough to have my first fire in the fireplace. The gembination of cool
air with-awarm fire creates a beautiful, romantic and relaxing ambiance in a home. Whether remodeling or
building new, a fireplace is a “must-have.” There are endless possibilities and considerations when planning
for afireplace surround, but first let’s take a trip back in time.

a brief history

The fireplace dates back as early as the 1700s, gaining real popularity in the 18" eentiiry in the Victorian era.
Fireplaces during this time were small and shallow. They were used more out of necessity than appearance;
however, the Victorians did feel that a fireplace added a touch of class, providinig homes with a cozy, quaint
environment, Ben Franklin played an important role in the invention of the fireplace. Ben invented the Franklin
Stove after he discovered much of the heat was being lost through the wall. The eriginal Franklin Stove was vented
from below. Eventually it was changed and vented through a flue to the roof allowing for air to be drawn in at the
bottom and up and eut through the roof.
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817-477-8665

Over 15 Years Experie

only on a grander, more permanent scale.

The primary difference between cast
stone and natural stone is the ability of cast
stone to be formed into complex shapes
and designs while maintaining the strength
characteristic of natural stone. Cast stone
can be custom colored, textured, antiqued,
distressed or stained. Cast stone surrounds
are available in a variety of styles, from
extremely streamlined contemporary
to highly carved and detailed traditional
designs. One of the largest collections and
the premiere source for beautiful cast stone
fireplace surrounds is Stone Magic (www.
stonemagic.com).

If you are trying to decide whether to
use cast stone versus natural stone, take
into consideration that production time for
cast stone Is considerably faster, easier and
more cost effective than for natural stone.
As far as durability, cast stone is more
durable than natural limestone due to the
process by which it is produced. Cast stone
gains strength and durability without the air
pockets that are common in natural stone
simply by the hand-forging technigue that is
used in the manufacturing process

Natural stone is the creme’ de la creme’
for fireplace surrounds. Popular natural
stone options are marble, granite, travertine,
limestone, or large natural stacked stones
in random or uniform shapes. The latter is a
200d look for a lakehouse or mountain house
where a more rustic feel is desired. Marble,
possessing the natural ability to take on a
high polish, is often chosen polished for more
formal settings. However, marble can also be
honed, a process that gives the marble a matte finish, and thus a more casual appear-
ance. Marble comes in a wide range of colors and qualities. Travertine is a less expensive
form of marble and can be carved for a fireplace surround. One thing to keep in mind
with travertine is to specify it “unfilled.” The fills in filled travertine have a tendency to pop
out over time. Unfilled travertine has a more antiqued appearance.

Limestone, available in a variety of shades of off-white to an almost gold color, is usu-
ally specified unpolished for most surrounds. The natural matte appearance of limestone
is the preferred finish. Limestone will take a low polish if desired just not as high a polish
as marble or granite. Limestone is softer than marble and is easier to carve, thus a better
price point than marble or granite.

Granite comes In numerous colors and varieties and can be carved for fireplace
surrounds; however, granite is one of the hardest stones, and therefore it is not as easy
to carve. Other stones that are always thought of for fireplace surrounds are soapstone,
sandstone, slate, alabaster and cantera. There is no right or wrong material for a
fireplace surround. Explore all the possibilities to find the one that suits your vision and
your budget.

Metal is gaining in popularity as a material for fireplace surrounds. Stone Magic even
has a fireplace combining cast stone with cast bronze insets. It is truly a beautiful idea.

I am told they can also cast in nickel, silver or copper. Polished or matte finished metal
panels fabricated for fireplace surrounds can achieve a very sleek, contemporary look.

outdoor fireplaces

A discussion on fireplaces wouldn't be complete without talking about outdoor
fireplaces—the hottest trend in the fireplace industry. Outdoor fireplaces are incorpo-
rated into most homes these days. There are also freestanding options available on the
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